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of young children and a comparison of the results with these standards has 
probably been as potent as any single agency in diminishing the mortality and 
improving the physique of young children. 

In the field of accident statistics his published work began about twelve years 
ago on the invitation of the Department of Commerce and Labor, when he pre- 
pared an extended report on accidents to railroad employees in New Jersey, 
1888-1907. This was followed by a pioneer paper printed in this journal on 
Street Traffic Accidents (Vol. XIII, pp. 473-528), which greatly helped to start 
the present nation-wide movement for accident prevention. In the same field 
were several papers on the statistics of boiler explosions, on automobile fatalities, 
and on public accidents and their cost, all prepared, I believe, as by-products of 
his work as chairman of the Statistical Committee of the Public Safety Section 
of the National Safety Council. That Committee prepared standard forms to 
be used by city police departments in reporting public accidents. Before this was 
done some large cities made no reports and the others lacked a uniform system 
of reporting, so that no general results and no comparisons in space or time were 
possible. These forms for accident reporting are being put into general use for 
the first time this year. Their introduction is perhaps the most important 
recent contribution toward the prevention of accidents. 

No American student has done more significant work in ascertaining the facts 
about "race suicide." After a preliminary article in a popular monthly he 
published in this journal in 1914 (Vol. IV, pp. 215-22) a statistical study of 
genealogical results, under the title "Decadence of the Native American Stock," 
which elicited a personal note of appreciation and congratulation from Mr. 
Roosevelt. 

These diverse but related lines of effort were all unified and inspired by an 
intelligent and persistent aim to prepare the way for social improvement through 
an accurate determination of the facts. 

Dr. Crum leaves a widow and two children. 

Walter F. Willcox 

Cornell University 



CORRESPONDENCE 

London, November 2, 1921 
To the Editor of the 

Quarterly Publications of the American Statistical Association: 
Sir: 

Dr. Wm. H. Davis, chief statistician for vital statistics of the Bureau of the Census, 
Washington, draws my attention to my statement on page 820 of the September issue 
of your Quarterly Publications to the effect that "it would probably be impracticable 
for the federal government. ... to arrange for a federal as well as a state analysis 
of every single death in the country," and informs me that this is being carried out: 
"all the transcripts of death certificates are edited in a uniform way so that the 
statistics from all parts of the registration area are strictly comparable." 

I shall be obliged if you will publish this correction on the point of fact. 

I am, Sir, 

Yours obediently, 

Arthur Newshoume 



